
    MATTHEW: CHAPTER ONE 
       THE GENESIS OF JESUS 
 
Matthew 1:1 
 Who in the world is Jesus? Matthew hits the road running to answer that question! Just 
look at how he profoundly answers that question in just the first chapter alone—and he’s just 
beginning to put pen to parchment! 
 - “Born of the Holy Spirit” (1:18, 20). 
  The Jewish writer used repetition for emphasis. 
 -Christ, the “Anointed One” 
 -Emmanuel, “God with us”- 
  How is this Matthew’s bookend, reappearing in 28:19-20? __________________ 
 -Jesus/Joshua- meaning “God saves” 
 -Son of Abraham, Son of David 
  Jesus fulfills Genesis 12:3 and 2 Samuel 7:12-16. 
   “Even greater than Joshua, who led Israel through the Promised Land, 
Jesus leads God’s people into the eternal land of heaven. Greater also than David, Jesus will 
save his people from their sins, not from their national enemies.”1 
 
 This introductory verse of Matthew teems with profound meaning for the Jew of the 
first century. Let’s not just roll over it with a yawn! “By calling Jesus ‘the Son of David’ Matthew 
identifies Jesus as the one who would restore the covenant and kingdom of David. There were 
many descendants of Davidic running around in Israel in those days. Some scholars think certain 
towns (such as Nazareth) were almost entirely made up of folks with Davidic blood. But Jesus is 
not just ‘a son of David,’ he is ‘the Son of David,’ about whom the prophet Nathan had 
prophesied, ‘When your days are fulfilled… I will raise up your seed after you, who shall come 
forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son’ (2 Samuel 7:1; 2-14). 
 By calling Jesus ‘the Son of Abraham,’ Matthew identifies Jesus as the one who would 
fulfill all the promises of the covenant to Abraham. Every Jew was ‘a son of Abraham.’ But Jesus 
was ‘the Son of Abraham,’ about whom God spoke to Abraham: ‘I will establish my covenant 
with you and with your seed after you’ and ‘by your seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed’ (Gen 17:7, 22:18). As we recall from the Old Testament, God’s covenant with Abraham 
included three major promises: great nationhood, great name (royalty), and universal blessing 
to the nations. Jesus would establish the great nation of Abraham (the Church), receive the 
great name (King of kings and Lord of lords), and spread blessing to all the nations (the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit). 
 So in one sentence, Matthew connects Jesus with the greatest figures in Bible history 
and suggest what Jesus’ life and ministry will mean for the world. Not bad!”2 
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Matthew 1: 2-16 
 Jesus enters a messy family—in many ways like yours! Review your family history—the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. Ponder this: “God chose that I should come to be in a particular 
place and time, of particular parents and race, and all the rest. Am I content with God’s choices 
for me?”3 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “Even difficult family relationships are a part of God’s plan to redeem us.”4 
 
 
 Christ brings together people of all backgrounds and transforms them: a recurring 
theme of Matthew. In his genealogy, why would Matthew “mention any of these four women, 
all of whom were Gentiles (or at least married to one) and had, shall we say, checkered 
personal histories? For many good reasons! 
 1. Jesus would later be despised as one who hung out with ‘tax collectors and 
prostitutes,’ that is, men associated with Gentiles and women of ill repute. Matthew points out 
that the great Jewish kings David and Solomon descended from such people. 
 2. Jesus and his apostles would be criticized for inviting sinners, marginal women, and 
Gentiles into the New Covenant. Matthew shows that God had already brought such people 
into the Old Covenant. 
 3. Slander was spread about the Blessed Mother. Some Judeans claimed she was not a 
virgin before the birth of Jesus. Matthew contrasts the purity of Jesus’ birth with some of the 
impure unions in the ancestry of David and Solomon. Matthew is saying, ‘If you Judeans want to 
accuse people of impurity, let’s talk about the ancestors of Solomon, your greatest king!’ 
 God is merciful. He works his salvation despite our sins and failings. Even in the Old 
Covenant, God brought fallen, imperfect people into the center of his covenant family. He still 
does, even more so in the New Covenant, where people of any ethnic background, regardless 
of their sins, mistakes, or baggage, are welcome to come to God.”5 
 
Surprise! -The Incarnation 
 Review Genesis 3:15. God enacts a surprise military maneuver when it came to the war 
against Satan. He dropped behind enemy lines, incognito, as a newborn king born in a distant 
outpost of a mighty Empire. How might Matthew’s rendition of the birth of Christ come as a 
surprise to his Jewish audience? (Spoiler alert: this Salvation Story is going to be full of 
surprises!)  
 
Matthew 1:18: Understanding Jewish Engagement 
 “According to the Law of Moses, engagement took place about one year before 
marriage and enjoyed almost the same legality. The marriage proper consisted, among other 
ceremonies, in the bride being brought solemnly and joyously to her husband’s house (Deut 
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20:7). From the moment of the engagement onwards, a certificate of divorce was needed in the 
event of a break in the relationship between the couple. 
 The entire account of Jesus’ birth teaches, through the fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Isaiah 7:14 (which is expressly quoted in Matt 1:22-23) that: (1) Jesus has David as his ancestor 
since Joseph is his legal father; (2) Mary is the Virgin who gives birth according to the prophecy; 
(3) the Child’s conception without the intervention of man was miraculous.”6 
 
 The Silence of Mary 
  What do you learn about Mary through her silence once Joseph learned of her 
condition? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 “The silence of Mary is admirable. Her perfect surrender to God even leads her to the 
extreme of not defending her honor or innocence. She prefers to suffer suspicion and shame 
rather than reveal the work of grace in her. Faced with a fact which was inexplicable in human 
terms she abandons herself confidently to the love and providence of God. God certainly 
submitted the holy souls of Joseph and Mary to a severe trail. We ought not be surprised if we 
also undergo difficult trials in the course of our lives. We ought to trust in God during them, and 
remain faithful to him, following the example they gave us.”7 
 
 “Mary’s greatness consists in the fact that she wants to magnify God, not herself. She is 
lowly: her only desire is to be the handmaid of the Lord (Luke 1:38, 48). She knows that she will 
only contribute to the salvation of the world if, rather than carrying out her own projects, she 
places herself completely at the disposal of God’s initiatives” (Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI).8 
 
Matthew 1:19- Joseph: Chosen to Father the Son of God 
 What does it mean that Joseph was a “righteous man”? __________________________ 
 
 “Two interpretations attempt to explain why Joseph decided to separate from Mary. 
They give opposite answers to the question: Who did Joseph think was the unworthy partner in 
the betrothal? (1) The Suspicion Theory. This view holds that Joseph suspected Mary of 
adultery when he discovered she was pregnant. The troubling news led him to seek a divorce in 
accordance with Deuteronomy 24:1-4, although he wished to do this secretly to avoid 
subjecting Mary to the rigorous law of Deut 22:23-24, which mandates capital punishment for 
adulterers. Joseph was a just man inasmuch as he resolved to act (divorce) in accordance with 
the Mosaic Law. This common interpretation suffers from a serious weakness: Joseph’s desire 
to follow the law for divorce does not square with his willingness to sidestep the law prescribed 
for adulterers (Deut 22). A truly righteous man would keep God’s Law completely, not 
selectively. 
 (2) The Reverence Theory- This view holds that Joseph, already informed of the divine 
miracle within Mary (1:18), considered himself unworthy to be part of God’s work in this 
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unusual situation (Luke 5:8, 7:6). His resolve to separate quietly from Mary is thus viewed as a 
reverent and discretionary measure to keep secret the mystery within her. Notably, the 
expression ‘to put her to shame’ is weaker in Greek than in the translation: it means that 
Joseph did not wish to ‘exhibit’ Mary in a public way. The angelic announcement in 1:20, then, 
directs Joseph to set aside pious fears that would lead him away from his vocation to be the 
legal father of the Davidic Messiah. This view more aptly aligns Joseph’s righteousness with his 
intentions.”9 
 
Matthew 1:20 
 What are the first words of the angel to Joseph? ________________________________ 
  “One of the signs that John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila give that we’re 
growing in holiness is that we’re becoming less and less afraid. We’re becoming more and more 
free. We’re becoming less afraid of suffering, less afraid of death, less afraid o failure, and less 
afraid of what other people think. We are becoming more confident and joyful in the Father’s 
Love. We are more able to love, worship, and serve.”10 
 
Matthew 1:21 
 Why did Jesus come? (John 3:16; John 6:37-40) _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus didn’t come for the healthy; He came for the sick. Jesus didn’t come for the 
cleaned up and the self-righteous; He came for the dirty and sinful. Jesus didn’t come for the 
self-sufficient; He came for the people who needed a rescue.”11 
 “Where we see sin, God sees pain; and He wishes to heal us, refresh us, and free us.”12 
 
Matthew 1:23 
 What difference does it make to you that Jesus is “God with you”? _________________ 
Note: Matthew frequently uses the technique of a “formula quotation.” This occurs when 
Matthew is in the middle of telling his story but stops to quote the Old Testament in order to 
clarify something which he suspects the reader would not necessarily ‘get.’ Formula quotations 
will surface more than once in every chapter of Matthew, who makes use of over 100 Old 
Testament passages, either directly or subtly.  
 
Matthew 1:24 
 When faced with a difficult decision, what did Joseph do? ________________________ 
  “The first degree of humility is prompt obedience” (St Benedict of Nursia).13 
(c) Glenda Canfield, September 2022. 
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